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Sent electronically to  
Central Ohio AGC members.   

March 13, 2008 

On the evening of March 6, 2008, over 75 guests gathered together at the Brookside Country Club in Worthington and  
welcomed the installation of the new Central Ohio AGC Chairman, Executive Committee and Board of Trustees.  

The night started off with cocktails, hors d’ oeuvres, and much mingling soon followed by dinner.  
Rob Setterlin of R.W. Setterlin Building Co., Bob  Butler of Elford, Inc., and Mark Muter of Settle Muter Electric were all in-

stalled as the new leadership for the Board of Trustees. Josh Corna of Corna/ Kokosing Construction was elected as a new 
trustee. Congratulations!!! 

Central Ohio AGC Board of Trustees 2008-2009 Executive Committee: 
·  Rob Setterlin, R.W. Setterlin Building Co. — Chairman 
·  Bob Butler, Elford, Inc.  — Vice Chairman 
·  Mark Muter, Settle Muter Electric  — Secretary 
·  Doug Cooper — Immediate Past Chairman 
·  J.D. Flaherty, Construction Systems, Inc. — Treasurer 
·  Rich Hobbs, AGC of Ohio — President 
Trustees:  
·  Josh Corna - Corna/ Kokosing Construction 
·  Jim Hess - Messer Construction 
·  Jim Melaragno - Valley Interior Systems Inc. 
·  Larry Mirgon - Compass Construction 
·  Tom Muraski - Kokosing Construction 
·  Jim Savage - Maghie & Savage 

Central Ohio AGC Membership Meeting & Of f icers’ Instal lation 

Rob Setterlin, the new Central Ohio AGC 
Chairman, recognizes Doug Cooper for his service as 
Chairman for 2006 and 2007. 

(l-r) J.D. Flaherty, Jim Hess, Jim Tribbie, Josh Corna, 
Rob Setterlin, Bob Butler, Tom Muraski, Larry Mirgon, 
Doug Cooper, Mark Muter and Jim Melaragno. 
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Since 1999, commercial zoning overlays and special 
graphics control area designations have been applied to 
areas of Columbus to address design priorities and commu-
nity planning. A city staff team has thoroughly reviewed the 
commercial overlays as well as the Morse Road and Olen-
tangy River Road special graphic control areas.  

The team suggested the following changes to the code: 
the clarification of ambiguous language and greater consis-
tency of approach among overlays; the removal of redun-
dant standards or provisions; the replacement of parking 
reductions through an administrative waiver in the Urban 
and Community Commercial Overlays with a range of park-
ing reductions linked to size of the proposed use; and the 
inclusion of the special graphic control area standards into 
the regional commercial overlay section, thereby eliminating 
two code sections. These proposed modifications would 
have no impact on the boundaries of existing areas.  

 
 

These proposals were mailed to the community late last 
year. The most substantial input from the community ad-
dressed the parking standards that were proposed to re-
place the current code, which would allow an administrative 
waiver for parking reductions. The Department of Develop-
ment staff has responded to this input with revised parking 
standards, and a summary of the community/ staff input 
amongst other details is available at http:/ /
development.columbus.gov/ Bizdevelopment/ PlanList/
PL_114.asp.  

The revised proposal will be scheduled for the considera-
tion of the Columbus Development Commission at the 
March 27 meeting at 109 N. Front Street, Columbus at 6:15 
p.m. If Development Commission provides a positive recom-
mendation, the proposed revisions will then be scheduled 
for the consideration of the City Council. 

For any questions or comments, please contact Mark Dra-
villas, Neighborhood Planning Manager at 614.645.6823 or 
mcdravillas@columbus.gov.  

Proposed Revisions to the City of Columbus Urban Commercial,  
Community Commercial, and Regional Commercial Overlays 

The National Building Museum will present its 2008 Honor 
Award to The Associated General Contractors of America 
(AGC) and its nationwide network of Chapters in recognition 
of their leadership in shaping, defining, and advancing the 
construction industry over the past 90 years. AGC will be 
recognized during an exclusive gala on June 4, 2008, which 
will be held in the Museum’s historic Great Hall and is ex-
pected to attract industry leaders in construction, develop-
ment, architecture, and engineering, as well as leaders from 
both state and federal government.  

AGC and its Chapters are being honored for their work 
building America’s quality of life and promoting construction 
excellence, including safety, through training, advocacy, and 
the dissemination of best practices to contractors nation-
wide. According to the National Building Museum, AGC and 
its Chapters have been effective advocates for the construc-

tion industry at the local, state, and federal levels, promot-
ing investment, training, and general advancement of the 
field. The Honor Award also recognizes AGC’s commitment 
to workforce and career development and the educational 
resources the association provides for all career levels in 
the construction industry.  

The National Building Museum’s Honor Award was insti-
tuted in 1986 to recognize individuals and organizations 
that have made important contributions to our nation’s built 
environment. Recipients are selected annually from a wide 
variety of backgrounds to call attention to the many factors 
that determine the form and quality of our built world.  

The National Building Museum, created by an act of Con-
gress in 1980, is a private, nonprofit institution that exam-
ines and interprets achievements in building through exhibi-
tions, education programs, and publications.  

AGC selected for the  
National Bui lding Museum's 2008 Honor Award 

Roberto Appointed to PUCO Seat 
Last Friday, Governor Strickland named Cheryl 

Roberto to the Public Utilities Commission of 
Ohio. Roberto was director of the City of Columbus 
Division of Public Utilities from 2003-2006. She will 
fill the seat of Commissioner Donald Mason whose 
five-year term ends April.  

POSI TI ON WANTED 
Individual with over 10 years of construction experience looking 

for an estimating/ project management position. Experience in 
trades as a pipefitter and crew supervisor; adept at blueprint 
reading, design layout and manufacturer specifications. For a 
copy of a resume, contact Caroline at AGC communica-
tions@agcohio.com or 614-486-6446. 
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 Nonresidential construction will experience wide variance 
in demand, materials cost and labor availability, according 
to Associated General Contractors of America’s 
“Construction Inflation Alert.” 

“In 2008, some nonresidential segments will continue to 
grow, including power and energy, but others such as lodg-
ing will slow or decline,” said AGC’s Chief Economist Ken 
Simonson. “Diesel, copper and steel are among materials 
costs likely to accelerate, while others remain benign.” 

The large increase in diesel fuel prices compared to a year 
ago, along with the importance of diesel fuel to highway con-
struction, makes it likely that highway costs will go up even 
more. Conversely, the slumping demand and rising supply of 
gypsum products may mean nonresidential and multi-unit 
residential building costs go up a little less than 6 percent.  

“These cross-cutting trends make it likely that the PPI for 
construction inputs will accelerate from the 4.5 percent rate 
of increase that prevailed in 2006 and 2007 to a 6-8 per-
cent range by the end of 2008,” commented Simonson. 

Looking beyond 2008, there are two factors that make it 
likely that a 6-8 percent growth rate for construction input 
prices will be sustained. First, many construction inputs, 

such as diesel fuel, steel and copper are in demand world-
wide. Second, construction will always be dependent on 
physical delivery of heavy, bulky, relatively low-value materi-
als for which transportation and fuel costs are a major part 
of the delivered price.  

Labor accounts for roughly half the cost of a construction 
project. In 2007, despite the high level of nonresidential 
activity, contractors were generally able to find enough work-
ers, thanks to a massive redeployment of specialty trade 
contractors from residential to lighter nonresidential pro-
jects. 

“In 2008, I expect labor shortages will worsen for a few 
crafts, pulling average wage rates higher, but in other seg-
ments such as residential specialty trades, the supply of 
some crafts will be plentiful,” noted Simonson. “Wage in-
creases in nonresidential construction may rise to the 4.5-
5.5 percent range in 2008, despite the slowdown in overall 
activity, and to 5-6 percent in 2009, when residential work 
begins to compete again for some specialties.” 

For a complete copy of AGC’s Construction Inflation Alert, 
visit www.agc.org/ cia. 

Construction Faces Tumultuous Year for  
Projects, Prices, Labor, Says AGC Economist           

On February 21, 2008 in Groch v. Gen. Motors Corp., the 
Ohio Supreme Court upheld a 2003 workers’ compensation 
law that allows companies to recover costs of medical care 
and lost wages from injured workers who win damage 
awards from third parties. 

In a 6-1 decision, justices said that a 10-year statute of 
repose, or time limit, for the increase of a product liability 
claim against the manufacturer of a product, was constitu-
tional. 

However, the court said that a retroactive application of 
the time limit to bar a claim against a manufacturer for inju-
ries that a person sustained within two years before the law 
took effect was unconstitutional. 

 A federal judge presiding over a lawsuit asked the Ohio 
Supreme Court to determine whether certain statutes in 
question violated the equal protection, due process, and 
private property rights of the Ohio Constitution; in the deci-
sion, Justice Paul Pfeifer opposed in part.  

Ohio Supreme Court Upholds Law That L imits Product L iabi l i ty Lawsuits, 
 Aids Companies I n Workers’ Compensation  

The deadline for AGC’s Leadership in Construction Workshop has been extended to March 24, 2008. The workshop will 
take place in Arlington, Virginia from April 9-11, 2008.  

Attendance is open to all individuals in the construction industry who direct or influence other personnel to meet project 
goals. Job-specific titles include: corporate officers, project engineers/ managers, estimators, area/ branch managers, su-
perintendents, operations managers, and safety directors.  

For more information and for registration, go to:  
http:/ / www.magnetmail.net/ images/ clients/ agca/ attach/ 45651_AGC_LeadBro2.pdf 

For AGC of America’s  
Leadership in Construction Workshop 

 








	Page #1
	Page #2
	Page #3
	Page #4
	Page #5
	Page #6

